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Since 2010, issues of sexualised violence in educational institutions have received increased attention,
particularly in research related to Germany, and have triggered a "domino effect" (Brachmann 2019) in
research. In this context, progressive education has taken on particular significance for the history of
education (see, among others, Oelkers 2011, Dudek 2012, Brachmann 2019, Keupp et al. 2019, Glaser
2021). The perspectives and experiences of those affected are particularly relevant (e.g. Miller/Oelkers
2014; Mehrick 2018, 2019; El Boujavenir 2014; Katsch 2020; Barth/Katsch 2024; Taubrich 2024). In addition,
aspects of the history of the discipline, and thus of a discipline responsible for questions of education, have
also come into focus (Amesberger/Halbmayr 2023).

Internationally, too, reappraisal has become a visible field of research, particularly through reappraisals in
the context of the Catholic Church, leading to talk of an "age of inquiry" (Swain/Wright/Skold 2017) or, for
example, through the discipline-oriented debate on Swiss special education in the "Jegge" case
(Miller/Oelkers 2018).

(Educational) historical contexts are repeatedly touched upon and sometimes even take centre stage
because they are relevant to the reappraisal of experiences of violence in educational relationships and
institutions. At the same time, reappraisal emphasises the rights and perspectives of those affected and
thus the incompleteness of any reappraisal process. This frames the historical perspective with regard to
the consequences for those affected and the current responsibility of educational — but also psychological,
religious and legal — institutions and organisations.

The conference aims to broaden the temporal focus of historical research on (sexualised) violence and, at
the same time, to deepen (educational) historical perspectives in relation to previous research on coming
to terms with the past. Contributions should refer to the historical period from the 18th century to the
present day, so that violence is understood here as a particular "constellation of modernity" (Reemtsma
2013).

The starting point is a broad concept of violence that takes into account physical, psychological, emotional,
structural, symbolic, verbal and digital violence. The terminology and concepts of violence are of particular
interest in theoretical reflection and empirical operationalisation for questions of violence research in their
change and shifts, so that the terms and concepts themselves are historicised, contextualised and placed in
an epistemic perspective. The particular difficulties in adequately grasping the phenomenon and also the
distinctions between power and its various forms, domination and coercion, as well as the special role of
the body in this context, have been described repeatedly (Reemtsma 2002; Baader 2016, 2023; Andresen
2025). These aspects of the historicity of the terminology and its transformation, as well as the history of
violence research, form an important basis for the conference contributions and the first thematic block.
This includes aspects and concepts related to the history of ideas, as well as the historical development of
research approaches.

With this broad definition of violence, the conference will examine various forms of violence and their
interrelationships and overlaps in the context of education (Hafeneger 2011). This refers to educational



institutions and facilities, in addition to those for early childhood, such as schools (Glaser/Mayer/Retkowski
2021; Syring/Nold 2025; Glaser 2025), homes (e.g. Wensierski 2006; Sachse 2013; Sachse/Knorr/Baumgart
2018) and welfare institutions, as well as parents, families (Andresen et al. 2021) and the change in violent
educational practices. This also addresses legal aspects, such as the gradual enforcement of the reduction
and ultimately the prohibition of corporal punishment in educational institutions (Hoff 2023). In addition to
research on children's homes and the reform of children's homes in the 1970s/1980s (Baader et al. 2024),
research on psychiatric institutions and juvenile detention centres as closed institutions and "total
institutions" (Goffman) is also of interest for questions of institutional history. The contributions in the
second thematic block thus explicitly address violence in educational institutions.

In recent decades, historical research has also addressed the question of the connection between youth
and violence from a dual perspective: violence against young people and violence perpetrated by them
(Baader/Kossler/Schumann 2023). The planned conference will focus on both childhood and youth. With
regard to (sexualised) violence against children, questions of their credibility in historical change are of
particular interest, for example in court proceedings (Fegert et al 2024; Thole/Glaser 2022; Kerchner 2000).
In recent years, research in this context and in the context of coming to terms with the past has developed
the perspective of witness testimony (Andresen 2024). With regard to a history of violence in childhood,
there is a considerable lack of research, as a history of violence in childhood has yet to be written. In her
international history of childhood, Paula Fass emphasises that cruelty towards children did not end in the
modern era (Fass 2012). In the history of education as a whole, historical violence research is not an
explicitly marked field (e.g. Kluchert/Horn/Groppe/Caruso 2021). Biihler/Criblez/Vogt 2022, on the other
hand, place a focus by addressing the issues of "care and coercion, education and violence" as aspects of
educational history.

In the wake of growing interest in the history of childhood following Philippe Ariés's seminal work on the
subject (1960/1975), the 1970s and 1980s saw increased scrutiny of the relationship between violence and
education in families and educational institutions. In this context, the term "black pedagogy" (Rutschky
1977) was coined, which has been repeatedly referenced in more recent research, such as Michael
Hagner's study on the private tutor Dippold and the "(History of a Criminal Case” (2010) or works on re-
education and state children's homes and youth work camps in the GDR (Zimmermann 2004). In the
context of the conference, it is therefore also necessary to examine the concept of "black pedagogy" itself
and the associated research approach. Violent educational practices in the GDR (Lenski 2023; Sachse 2023)
also mark an important, hitherto insufficiently considered dimension of the topic, which must also be
placed in an interwoven historical perspective. Also of interest are anti-Semitic violence in the history of
education and dynamics of violence under National Socialism (Lieske 2018, 2019). Camps are
fundamentally places of violence, which in turn are permeated by specific violent practices
(Becker/Bock/Mailander 2023). The treatment of children and young people has only come into focus in
recent years (Hiemesch 2017). The desire for extermination and death inherent in racial hygiene was also
directed in a particular way against people with disabilities through eugenics and euthanasia. Recent
research has focused on its post-fascist continuation (Herzog 2024). In this context, further research is
needed, particularly on educational institutions and the treatment of children and young people, as well as
peer violence. Violence in the context of educational concepts and ideologies, politically motivated
violence and extreme political violence thus form the third thematic block.

In the context of the various forms of violence, one focus of the conference is on sexual and sexualised
violence. This raises questions of power in particular, but also questions of forms of desire. Since the 1960s
and 1970s, the second women's movement in particular has dealt theoretically with the connection
between power and gender relations, establishing counselling centres and initiating and conducting
research. In doing so, it has also examined the destructive consequences of sexualised violence and thus
focused on the connection between "Violence and Trauma" (Goltermann 2013). Initially, the second
women's movement focused on the concept of violence against women and girls, which was understood as



part of an "everyday reality" in patriarchy (Hagemann-White 1983) and was replaced in the 1990s by the
concept of "violence in gender relations" (Hagemann-White et al. 1992; Breitenbach 2025). In the first
women's movement, on the other hand, the term 'violence' was not really central
(Baader/Breitenbach/Rendtorff 2020), even though the phenomenon was certainly the focus of attention.
However, instead of 'violence', the talk was mostly of coercion, brutality and abuse (Baader 2023). In the
context of sexuality and abuse, the focus was particularly on questions of morality and fornication
(Elberfeld 2023; Matter 2022) and not primarily on questions of self-determination, as in the second
women's movement since 1970. How their conceptualisation of the generational relationship relates to this
would need to be explored further (Windheuser/Kleinau 2020). However, the first women's movement in
the Weimar Republic had also set up sexual counselling centres (v. Soden 1988), whose concepts and
practices are relevant to the topic, for example with regard to dealing with underage pregnant women or
mothers. In this respect, too, legal regulations and the legal dimension are addressed, which are overall
themes running through the conference. Since the early 2000s, the topic of sexualised violence has been
linked to questions of reappraisal and the related legal disputes about the right to reappraisal, the
participation of those affected, and methodological approaches. Thus, the topics of sexualised violence
and reappraisal form the fourth thematic block of the conference. Beyond the gender history dimension
mentioned above, other intersectional aspects of inequality research, including those from disability
studies, as well as postcolonial perspectives are also fundamentally relevant. Violence in connection with
migration, flight, war and colonial history can be assigned to the individual thematic blocks as cross-cutting
issues.

The broad perspective on the phenomenon of violence, as addressed in the conference, should also
contribute to understanding the forms of violence based on historical constellations and contexts, thereby
identifying violence as a specific dimension of educational history in modern times.

Please send your abstract of up to 1,500 characters by email to baader@uni-hildesheim.de till 28th
February 2026.
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