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Special issue aims and scope
On the centenary of the establishment of a military dictatorship in Portugal, which was
materialized in the figure of Anténio de Oliveira Salazar (1932-1968) and was continued by
Marcello Caetano (1968-1974), this thematic dossier aims to bring to light articles from different
national, and historical, and political contexts that contribute, at the same time, to the
identification of the plurality of non-democratic regimes, which are sheltered by the concept of
dictatorship (personalized, civil, single-party, military, monarchical, etc.) and their relationship
with the educational sector.

The concept of dictatorship dates back to Ancient Republican Rome and then had a distinct
and different meaning from today: the exercise of expanded power by a single person, appointed
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by official institutions (magistrates, Consul, and Senate), to govern for six months in a context of
crisis caused by external or internal threats to the maintenance of the current political order. The
concept has evolved throughout history, having gained new meanings and practices, and it is
currently easier to define it in contrast to democracy. When analyzing institutional solutions
(legislatures, elections, single-party or multi-party systems, restrictions or reductions in
individual freedoms, freedom of opinion, freedom of assembly, freedom of association, context
of external and/or civil war, etc.) and the political mechanisms set up to obtain the support and
cooperation of some segments of society, on the one hand, and to neutralize the opposition
generated at the level of each country, on the other, it is possible to affirm that the universe of
dictatorships is plural.

In the case of the long dictatorship (1926-1974) in Portugal, for example, we witnessed a
process dominated by a minimum political program to obtain maximum support; the
institutionalization of an economic and social model based on a corporative organization,
financial balance, an economy dominated by agriculture and industrial conditioning; in the de
facto institutionalization of a single party; in the approval of the Constitution of the “Estado Novo”
outside of Parliament; in the emptying of the bodies legitimized by direct suffrage; in the creation
of a police state, repressive and tending towards totalitarianism; in the rehabilitation of the
mystique of the colonial empire; among others. From an educational point of view, the
dictatorship left its mark on values (“God, Country and Family”), the maintenance of mass
illiteracy, the social technology implemented in post-primary studies (elementary primary
education for all, non-free secondary education - the technical track for some of the workers’
children and the Liceu to train the few middle-ranged officers — and higher education for a tiny
minority), the establishment of the single school textbook policy, the surveillance and repression
of teachers and students who did not show “affection for the regime”, among others.

The Franco dictatorship in Spain, which also lasted for a considerable period (1936-39 - 1975),
had a much more dramatic genesis in the form of a civilwar which conferred a particular radicality
on the reshaping of Spanish society. Harsh repression was one of its main features and had a
notable impact on education. In parallel to exile, executions and imprisonment, teachers were
subjected to a process of purge, which aimed to ensure that the teaching staff was in line with the
regime's ideology and would transmit the new national-Catholic values. Franco's educational
policy raised many questions, such as subordination to the interests of the Church and the
teaching congregations and its effects on the school network, especially in the closure of half of
the public secondary schools. In the 1960s, however, the regime radically changed its policy and
promoted a quasi-exponential expansion of the network of public schools, while at the same time
promoting educational modernisation in various areas. Behind this Copernican turn was Spain's
insertion into international organisations and the regime's assumption of its developmentalist
recipes. In this way, the Franco dictatorship presents us with the paradox of two opposing
educational realities under the same regime.

Throughout the 20th century, Argentina experienced a series of military dictatorships that
interrupted democratic order and profoundly shaped the country's political, social, economic,
and cultural life. These authoritarian takeovers imposed models of governance and control

PORTO ¢ f C t e Q REPUBLICA
Q R CIIE — rraitee o PORTUGUESA
UNIVERSIDADE DO PORTO —— UN_Ij\(I I'.ure.r)l'ru.




Educagao
Sociedade
Culturas

strategies with lasting effects. The first institutional breakdown occurred in 1930 with the
overthrow of President Hipdlito Yrigoyen, marking the beginning of the "Infamous Decade,"
characterised by electoral fraud and alliances between conservative and economic elites. In
1943, another coup paved the way for the rise of Juan Domingo Perén, who was democratically
elected in 1945. However, his ousting in 1955 led to a period of intense political polarisation
between Peronists and anti-Peronists. In 1966, another military coup established an indefinite
dictatorship that marginalised political parties and repressed universities and social protest. This
climate of exclusion intensified in the 1970s, culminating in the 1976 dictatorship—the most
violent in Argentine history—which combined state terrorism with a neoliberal economic agenda.
These authoritarian regimes varied in intensity and focus, but all sought to shape subjectivities
aligned with their national projects, making education a primary arena of ideological struggle.
With the return to democracy in 1983, Argentina initiated a process of institutional reconstruction
that also involved reimagining the role of schools as spaces for memory, participation, and civic
education.

Education, Society & Cultures and the editors of the thematic issue invite researchers to
submit proposals for articles that address the relationship between non-democratic regimes
(from different historical periods) and the marks they left on the educational systems of different
countries and the educational movements and social agents that resisted and opposed them.

The journal welcomes and publishes articles in four languages: French, Spanish/Castilian,
English, and Portuguese.

Important dates
e Article submission up to February 16, 2026

e Publication: 2026

Submission instructions

Following the policies of the ES&C Journal, authors can submit their texts in English, French,
Spanish or Portuguese. The contribution must be original, unpublished and must not be under
review or submitted for publication in another journal.

New manuscripts should be submitted electronically through the online portal accessible on
the journal website and they should meet the requirements mentioned in the submission
instructions on the ESC website. Articles will undergo a blinded peer review process.

For further information, please contact esc@fpce.up.pt.

About ESC

ESC is an open-access, peer-reviewed journal published three times a year by the Centre for
Research and Intervention in Education (CIIE) of the University of Porto, Portugal.

Seeking to establish and expand the dialogue between cultures and interdisciplinary
perspectives and contribute to qualifying the public debate around educational and social
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problems, ESC welcomes submissions of original work based on empirically grounded research
supported by a strong theoretical and methodological component.

Publication in this journal is completely free of charge for authors, and there are no
submission, processing, or publication costs or fees.

An overview of the journal is accessible at https://ojs.up.pt/index.php/esc-ciie.
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