Richard Aldrich Tribute (Hamburg, 2007)
It is my great pleasure and honour to speak on behalf of Richard Aldrich becoming an honorary life member of ISCHE. Richard’s contribution to the history of education is enormous as the accompanying timeline indicates. In Britain, for over thirty years at the Institute of Education and within the History of Education Society, his personal scholarship, unfailing support to students and colleagues alike and his public championship of history of education has put him at the centre of our field. In particular, when he was President of the Society from 1989-1993, when history of education was removed from teacher training courses, Richard never gave up, keeping the Society very much alive when it was under so much threat. 
For most of you Richard will be known best as a familiar international figure. For decades he has had many invitations to teach and lecture overseas, for example in Australia, Brazil, Canada, Japan and the United States, as well as in many parts of Europe. Indeed, he has been visiting professor, consultant and lecturer in more than 20 countries and on the editorial boards of numerous international and national academic journals including Paedagogica Historica. 

His role in ISCHE was pivotal. He became a member of the executive in 1993 and was unanimously elected Chair in 1994, [OHT Amsterdam Comenius] As Chair (and from 1996 President) until 1997, he did much to reform and enhance the structures and finances of ISCHE and to promote its international scholarship profile, a programme already partially instigated under his predecessor, Marc Depaepe.
 Richard’s aims were to keep ISCHE as a truly international society, with a major publication outlet … money … [and] a clear concept of membership … 
 

Consequently, planning and structuring reforms were instigated whereby the constitution was amended; the financial basis of ISCHE was made more secure and a database of members was begun through working with national societies. Seeking to secure greater international participation Richard encouraged ISCHE meeting outside of Europe, a process that was to culminate in the excellent conference in Sydney, Australia in 1999.
 To promote international scholarship, he began negotiating with Frank Simon and his colleagues to create a special relationship between Paedagogica Historica and ISCHE, to the mutual benefit of both.  This resulted in the annual supplementary series of selected conference papers and an annual digest of information on ISCHE in the journal.
 
I must add that Richard was also responsible for reviving the British attendance at ISCHE which sadly had somewhat lapsed at the time. I was one of those who thus attended the conference at Amsterdam in 1994 and have never missed since. So thank you Richard very much.
Richard’s deep belief in ISCHE has been fully justified by its present success, achievements to which he contributed so much. 

There were some individual highlights which I photographed over the years (PPT apologies for my amateur photography).


Richard has already had one festschrift published in his honour at the University of Western Australia
 and has another coming this autumn from his British colleagues. He was made an honorary life member of our History of Education Society in 2004.   I am very happy to propose he should become an honorary life member of ISCHE.
My delight in history was acquired as a young lad and has remained to this day. My belief that there are lessons to be drawn from history, and not least from history of education, has developed over many years as a student and teacher of the subject.  (Aldrich 2006) 
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