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Unconfirmed Minutes

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF ISCHE XX1X

Hamburg, Germany

27 July 2007
1. Welcome by the President of ISCHE 

The President of ISCHE, Frank Simon, welcomed the members to the General Assembly and introduced the Executive

2. Apologies

Apologies were received from Daniel Lindmark, Richard Aldrich, Antonio Vinao, Alan Sadvonik, and Susan Semel. 

3. Approval of the Minutes of the General Assembly of ISCHE XXVIII, 16 August 2006, Umeå, Sweden

The Minutes of the General Assembly of ISCHE XX1X, Umeå, were approved as a correct record.

4. Report by the President of ISCHE

Frank Simon reported that the Executive had appointed Maria del Mar del Pozo Andrés as Treasurer and had re-elected Joyce Goodman as Secretary. All other roles remained the same viz: Craig Campbell, Constitution; Christine Mayer, essay prize; Philippe Savoie, website, membership and archives, Daniel Lindmark, SWG.

At Umeå the Executive had formulated the policy initiatives for the coming period. These included first, interpreting the Constitution, and second, international connections and making ISCHE more visible in international arenas, particularly through the Standing Working Groups. Important here was (a) the link with CISH via the General Meeting in December in Beijing in preparation for the World Conference to be held in Amsterdam in 2010, correspondence with CISH about the themes for the World Conference, and a response to a CISH questionnaire; and (b) links with other societies, including with the International Society for History Didactics and with the Society of History of Children and Youth in Norrköping, Sweden, national societies of History of Education, including in the USA, Canada and England, and meetings with the organisers of the Congreso Iberoamericano, to be held at the beginning of November, and with the Argentinian History of Education Society. In Hamburg there had been very helpful contacts with Catherine Kudlick from the Disability Society and with Ingrid Gogolin of the European Educational Research Association. ISCHE would look for common ground with EERA via the new Standing Working Group on comparative perspectives on educational media.

5. Elections for Vacant Positions on Executive

Frank Simon reported that there was one vacancy on the Executive Committee resulting from the end of the second term of office of Daniel Lindmark. Frank Simon paid tribute to the work undertaken by Daniel, who had been a very active member of the Executive, co-ordinating the Standing Working Groups, presenting papers, and organising the ISCHE conference at Umeå.
There were two nominations for one vacancy on the Executive, from Luciana Bellatalla and from Thérèse Hamel. The nominations had been posted on the ISCHE website one month before the General Assembly, as required by the Constitution and copies had been provided to members the General Assembly. After an invitation from Frank Simon both nominees addressed the General Assembly and outlined their intent as an Executive member. The nominations were put to the vote. Two former presidents, Wayne Urban and Jeroen Dekker, counted the votes. Luciana Bellatalla gained 26 votes and Thérèse Hamel 50 votes. Thérèse Hamel was congratulated on her election to the ISCHE Executive.

6. Amendment to the Constitution

Frank Simon noted that fundamental discussion about the Constitution had occurred at the General Assembly in Umeå. The proposal before the Hamburg General Assembly was for one motion to approve the draft amendment to the Constitution. Advanced warning of the proposed amendment had been posted on the ISCHE website on April 10th , to provide every member and each national society with the opportunity to comment prior to the General Assembly. According to Article 7.1 of the current Constitution, amendments could be approved by a two-thirds majority vote. 

Frank Simon gave the floor to Craig Campbell, who moved the motion to amend the Constitution on behalf of the ISCHE Executive. He outlined the objectives and principles underlying the proposed amendment to the Constitution: first, to clarify and extend the democratic governance of ISCHE, including enumeration the powers of members; second, to confirm the aims of ISCHE, which broadly speaking were to encourage research and teaching in the History of Education in a sensible and ethical way; and third, to provide effective day-to-day governance of ISCHE by enumerating and clarifying the responsibilities of the ISCHE Executive. An over-riding intention was to support existing practice, where that practice was democratic, sensible and accountable. Craig Campbell draw attention to particular proposed changes. These included clarification of the membership, relationships with associated organisations, the financial basis of ISCHE, the powers of the General Assembly, the powers and composition of the Executive, and the establishment of the website as the official organ of ISCHE. Craig Campbell thanked the ISCHE members and the national societies who had fed into the process of revision. He commended the amendment to the General Assembly. Philippe Savoie seconded the motion to amend the Constitution. The motion to amend the Constitution was put to the vote of the General Assembly and approved nem. con.

Frank Simon noted that the amendment to the Constitution was an important moment in the history of ISCHE. He thanked all those who had worked to amend the Constitution under the presidency of Wayne Urban, and gave particular thanks to Craig Campbell. The amended Constitution would become effective on publication of the Constitution. 

7. Presentations and Progress Reports on Forthcoming ISCHE Conferences

ISCHE 30 Newark, USA, 2008, 23 July to 26 July 2008
Frank Simon noted that Newark had been confirmed at the venue of the ISCHE conference in 2008 at the General Assembly in Umeå. Due to ill health Alan Sadovnik and Susan Semel, organisers of the Newark conference had been unable to attend the Hamburg General Assembly but Wayne Urban presented information about the Newark conference to the General Assembly on behalf of Alan and Susan.

The conference theme, Education and Inequality: Historical Approaches on Schooling and Social Stratification, allowed for papers on education and inequality from national, comparative and international perspectives. The six working themes were institutional and organisational aspects; curriculum and pedagogical practices and interactions; life histories and experiences; concept, constructs and discourses; and new approaches and historiographical challenges; historical approaches that use sociological analyses. Proposals were to be emailed to the organisers by 31 December 2007 and the outcome of the refereeing of proposals would be communicated by 31 March 2008. The four keynote speakers were: Francisco Ramirez, University of Stanford, USA; Ronald Butchardt, University of Georgia, USA; Joyce Goodman, University of Winchester, UK;  Parlo Singh, Griffith University, Australia. Selected papers would be published in a special edition of Paedagogica Historica. The conference would be supported financially by The History of Education Society USA and the Office of the Provost. The conference venue was the Paul Robson Centre at Rutgers University in Newark. Participants were to make their own hotel reservations at the conference hotels, the Newark Hilton at Newark Penn Station and the Robert Treat Hotel. Low cost dormitory rooms were available on campus. Registration for the conference would be 375 US dollars and 150 dollars for postgraduates. The ISCHE Newark conference website would be up and running shortly.

ISCHE 31 2009 Utrecht, Netherlands, 26 to 29 August 2009

Sjaak Braster presented the proposal for ISCHE 31 to be held in Utrecht for approval of the General Assembly. The theme of the conference would be popular education, which had been chosen to reflect the celebration of the 225 years of the Dutch Society for General Welfare (Maatschappij tot Nut van ’t Algemeen). The theme of popular education would include initiatives or activities, public or private, formal or informal, organised by the state, cultural, religious or political groups, in order to educate the people, the lower classes, the poor or the oppressed. Proposed keynotes were being organised chronologically to include: cultural societies in 18th century Europe; religious initiatives in 19th century England; political initiatives in Spain in the 1st part of the 20th century; and popular education in the 2nd part of the 20th century. The conference would be administered by the Congress Bureau of Utrecht University and would take place in the University of Utrecht (Academy Building, Educatorium). A visit would be made to the National Museum of Education in Rotterdam, which would be organising a display on popular education, and to the Hotel New York. The University is 10 minutes by bus from the centre of the town. The location of the 2009 ISCHE conference in Utrecht was approved.

CISH Congress and ISCHE 32, Amsterdam, 22 August to 28 August 2010

The President outlined the process for submitting themes for the CISH Conference. He noted that three themes had been submitted by ISCHE: Gender and Education; Construction of Transnational Educational Spaces; and Cultural, Institutional and Material Conditions of the Constitution and Dissemination of Knowledge. Gender and Education had been selected. This had been submitted as a joint session with the International Society for History Didactics. The final approval of themes would occur at the CISH meeting in Beijing, where ISCHE would be represented by Eckhardt Fuchs. The ISCHE conference in association with CISH would be organised by Bernard Kruithof on the theme of Discoveries of Childhood. 

8. Reports from Standing Working Groups

The President invited the convenors of the Standing Working Groups to present brief reports.

Comparative Lexicography in the Theory and History of Education:  Luciana Bellatalla reported that at its first session, the Standing Working Group had clarified its aims and organised its work, and at the second session Italian and Portuguese members had discussed comparative terms. 

Cross Cultural Standing Working Group: Eckhardt Fuchs reported that the SWG had held its fifth meeting and had now disbanded. He thanked all those who had contributed to the success of the SWG.

Educational Media in Comparative Perspective: Eckhardt Fuchs proposed the new SWG on Educational Media in Comparative for approval by the General Assembly. He outlined the five themes that had been identified for the work of the SWG: textbooks; teachers’ teaching material; educational movies; museums; youth education, comics etc. The new SWG was approved by the General Assembly.

Teachers Strikes Standing Working Group: On behalf of the convenors Frank Simon noted that the SWG on Teacher Strikes had held their last meeting in Hamburg and had to generated a range of publications.

Gender Standing Working Group: Ruth Watts noted that a packed meeting had expressed overwhelming support for the Gender SWG being re-convened under the new rules, with herself and Mineke van Essen as co-convenors. The proposal outline for the Gender SWG was included in the conference book. The SWG would work towards the publication of two volumes drawn from papers delivered at the next few conferences. A publication steering group, representing eight countries had been established and the SWG hoped to disseminate its work via the internet.  

9. Conferment of Honorary Membership

The conferment of honorary membership of ISCHE on Richard Aldrich was proposed by Ruth Watts and approved nem. con by the General Assembly. In her laudate Ruth Watts pointed to the key role of Richard Aldrich in the development of History of Education in the UK and in the international research community and she spoke of his role as president of ISCHE.

10. Report on ISCHE Publications

Frank Simon noted that a special issue of Paedagogica Historica from the Hamburg conference would be published. The papers for publication from the ISCHE conference in Umeå had been selected and would be published as Issue 1/2 of Paedagogica Historica in 2008. 

On behalf of the Editorial Board of Paedagogica Historica, Marc Depaepe paid tribute to the work of Frank Simon who had stepped down as editor-in-chief in consequence of his presidency of ISCHE. Marc Depaepe told the General Assembly that the adoption of the amended Constitution had brought the journal and ISCHE into a closer relationship and had realised the transformation of the journal from a University journal to one with an international scope. Marc Depaepe noted Frank Simon’s role in regulating the ownership of the journal in the Stichting in the Netherlands, and in making the journal a professional concern by taking it to Taylor and Francis. Marc paid tribute to the large amount of work Frank Simon had expended on the journal and thanked  him most warmly for all he had done for the journal in the past and the support he would continue to provide for the journal as President of ISCHE.

11. ISCHE Conference Paper Award, Umeå,, ISCHE XXV11

Introducing the ISCHE Paper Prize for the best paper presented by a new scholar at the ISCHE conference, Christine Mayer told the General Assembly that the amount awarded for the ISCHE Paper Prize had been raised to 400€ to commemorate the 10th year of the Paper Prize. 

The ISCHE Paper Prize awarded for the best paper presented by a new scholar at the Umeå conference was awarded to Kaisa Vehkalahti from the University of Turku, Finland, for her paper, “The Urge to See Inside and Cure: Letter Writing as an Educational Tool in Finnish Reform School Education, 1915-1928”.

12. Treasurer’s Report 

Maria del Mar del Pozo Andrés reported that ISCHE finances were healthy. ISCHE has around 4,817€. The Treasurer’s report was approved.

13. Website and Membership

Philippe Savoie drew the attention of the General Assembly to the ISCHE website which was the official organ of ISCHE and included ISCHE news, calls for nomination, information about the Paper Prize etc. He stressed the importance of Presidents and Secretaries of national societies sending updates to the information on the website.

Philippe Savoie noted the category ordinary membership outlined in the amendment to the Constitution, which made all ISCHE conference participants ordinary members for the year. Corresponding members were those who had attended at least one conference in the last five years. Between ISCHE Paris in 2002 and Umeå in 2006 ISCHE had 660 ordinary and corresponding members. Of these, about 155 or 160 had attended the ISCHE conference at least twice or three times within five years. 

14. ISCHE archive

Philippe Savoie outlined the intention to deposit the ISCHE archive at the Bibliothèque de documentation contemporaine (BDIC) on the campus of the University of Nanterre, about 50 minutes by public transport from the centre of Paris. The ISCHE archive was kept currently at his institution in Paris (Institut national de recherche pédagogique), where lack of space and of facilities for scholars to consult the archive had led to the proposal to deposit the ISCHE archive at the BDIC, where consultation would be possible. The archive consists mainly of the archives of past Presidents and Secretaries of ISCHE, including minutes of meetings, and the archive of some ISCHE congresses, including the first meeting of the ISCHE foundation at Oxford. Philippe Savoie called on all past Presidents and conference organisers to make ISCHE material available for the archive. The Executive had decided to apply the 30 years closure rule to the archive unless the individual depositing material requested specific restrictions. 

15.       Report on ISCHE work with postgraduate students 

Joyce Goodman drew the attention of the General Assembly to the innovation of poster sessions for postgraduate students at ISCHE conferences. The poster sessions enabled students present doctoral research that might not fall within the conference theme. In future the poster sessions would be advertised in the call for papers. Conference organisers were requested to set a cheaper rate for postgraduate students to encourage students to participate in ISCHE conferences. A meeting had been held for new researchers, where publication opportunities and the process of publication had been discussed. The History of Education Society in the UK had funded a bursary to cover the costs of travel and attendance at the ISCHE conference for a student studying in a British University. Joyce Goodman urged other national societies to consider this option, which strengthened the field of history of education both nationally and internationally.

16. Any Other Business

The President reminded the General Assembly that the poster session by postgraduate students would be held immediately after the General Assembly.

Joyce Goodman, ISCHE secretary

