
Unconfirmed Minutes

 GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF ISCHE XXXII

University of Amsterdam, Netherlands, Hall M. Building 1.02

29 AUGUST, 2010, 16:30-17:30   

1.  Kate Rousmaniere, President of ISCHE, opened the meeting and welcomed assembled members of ISCHE. She called to order the General Assembly of  ISCHE XXXII, ‘Discoveries of Childhood’, held in conjunction with CISH at the University of Amsterdam, August 26-27, 2010.    

She thanked warmly the members of the Organizing Committee of ISCHE XXXII, and gave Bernard Kruithof, the principal organizer, a colourful bowl made of recycled paper, on which ISCHE proposals can be seen.

2. Apologies for absence were received from Mónica Lizbeth Chávez González,  the graduate student representative from Mexico, and from Kay Morris Matthews. Also from Ian Grosvenor and Kevin Myers, who were present for the earlier Executive Committee meeting, but had to leave by Friday.

3. The Minutes of the General Assembly of ISCHE XXXI at Utrecht were approved by the present General Assembly.

4. The President, Kate Rousmaniere, made her report to the General Assembly. She has enjoyed her first year, working busily as President of ISCHE. While current and future annual ISCHE conferences have been the focus of fruitful planning, she has also worked to expand the outreach of ISCHE, including through further networks, smaller meetings, and diversifying  ISCHE connections. She and the EC have also continued to work closely with the journal Paedagogica Historica, not least in the form of the Special Issues that emerge from the annual ISCHE conference. She reported that the ISCHE Executive Committee has decided to have a strategy meeting at the end of 2010 to further deliberate on and define ways of spreading ISCHE’s work. She also reported that when, due to the disruption caused by volcanic ash, the April EC meeting of the ISCHE in Amsterdam could not be held in that city, the EC met for an electronic meeting, and successfully used Google docs to have this meeting: a sign of the flexible innovativeness of ISCHE.

She also reported that she has now organized a new website for ISCHE, with the url www.ische.org. Designed by a clever seventeen-year-old girl, the website is handily designed. 

5. Elections

For the two positions which have become vacant on the Executive Committee of ISCHE, Eckhardt Fuchs and Thérèse Hamel offered themselves as candidates. Both circulated their cvs to the assembly, and introduced themselves. Fuchs, professor of education at Braunschweig University in Germany and Deputy Director of the Georg Eckert Institute of International Textbook Research there, has been working as co-opted member of the ISCHE for two years, in particular as ISCHE’s representative and lobbyist with CISH. Thérèse Hamel, professor of education at Laval University in Canada, has served one term on the EC, and has been in charge of the Standing Working Groups. 
The General Assembly approved the election of Fuchs and Hamel to the ISCHE EC.

6. Reports on forthcoming conferences

a. Luz Elena Galvan reported that they in San Luis Potosí, Mexico, were looking forwarding to welcoming ISCHE delegates for ISCHE XXXIII, the second ISCHE conference to be held in Latin America. This will be on July 26-30, 2011, with the theme ‘State, Education, and Society: New Perspectives on an Old Debate’. She circulated brochures giving details of the conference, including sub-themes and details of the call for papers, and outlined plans for conference excursions for delegates to local points of interest, and the conference banquet. 

b. Rita Hofstetter and two other members of the organizing committee for ISCHE XXXIV in Geneva, June 27-30 2010, with the theme ‘Internationalization in Education”: 18th to 20th Centuries,‘ also gave presentations on the Geneva conference. This exciting conference will in fact be a meeting not just of ISCHE, but also of the Society for the History of Children and Youth, and the Disability History Association. 2012 is the tercentenary of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, citizen of Geneva, with June 28 being his birthday. ISCHE/ SHCY/ DHA conference participants will therefore have the opportunity to participate in civic celebrations in Geneva, including a republican conference banquet. Key aspects of the conference, academic and non-academic, including the venue (Uni Mail, hub of social sciences at the University of Geneva), the proposed deadlines for circulation of calls for papers, submission of proposals, acceptance, and early bird registration, as well as seven sub-themes were outlined. The conference website is at the url www.unige.ch/ische34-schy-dha 

c. Iveta Kestere spoke briefly about ISCHE XXXIV which will be held at the University of Latvia in Riga in the second half of July 2013. The theme will be Education and Politics.

7. Kolkata Conference

Barnita Bagchi reported that a successful international workshop on ‘Connecting Histories of Education 1700-2000’ was held from February 3-5 in  Kolkata, India, with the local support of the Institute of Development Studies Kolkata. A call for papers issued on the internet academic listserv History-Net drew many more high quality proposals. 17 presentations were made, 5 from India, and 3 from post-graduate students. An edited book from that workshop is currently under preparation. Kate Rousmaniere said that though ISCHE had not needed to support the workshop financially, she herself, Eckhardt Fuchs, and senior members of ISCHE such as Marc Depaepe had vigorously supported the workshop. This event having been a success, ISCHE Executive Committee is now considering holding other such events, such as, perhaps, one in South Africa.

8. Conferring of Honorary Membership on Ruth Watts

Professor Joyce Goodman made a speech proposing Professor Ruth Watts, University of Birmingham, for Honorary Life Membership of ISCHE. Distinguished in an astonishing variety of academic field, including the history of science, religion, gender, empire, and colonialism, Ruth’s devoted participation in ISCHE is well-known. She is co-convenor of the Standing Working Group on Gender at ISCHE. She is also legendary for her mentoring of younger scholars. The General Assembly enthusiastically applauded the conferring of Honorary Life Membership of ISCHE on Ruth Watts, who, in turn, said that ever since Richard Aldrich had inducted her into ISCHE in 1994, it has been a cornerstone for a rich intellectual life for her; she said she was overwhelmed by this honour.

9. Standing Working Groups (SWG)

Thérèse Hamel reported on the current SWGs, firstly, the Gender group: Convenor: Ruth Watts and Meneke Van Essen, secondly,  Educational media in comparative perspective : Convenor: Eckhardt Fuchs, Ian Grosvenor and Daniel Lindmark, and thirdly, La pensée critique des enseignants, de leurs associations, nationales et internationales, aux temps de la mondialisation, du XIXième siècle au XXIième siècle : Convenor André Robert, Frederic Mope, Bruno Garnier et Michaël Attali. She said that a template for the formulation and working of SWGs on the ISCHE website was in need of slight modification. The Gender group had a very successful Special Session at CISH 2010. 
10. Publications

Jeroen Dekker reported that the journal Paedagogica Historica is flourishing, that its impact factor has gone up significantly, and that the Special Issues from Newark and Utrecht ISCHE conferences are on track for publication.

11. ISCHE Paper Prize

Christine Mayer announced that ISCHE Postgraduate Paper Prize for the Utrecht 2009 conference goes to Amy Palmer for her paper ‘Nursery-schools for the few or the many: Childhood, education, and state in mid-20th-century England.’ She read out the citation, and Palmer, present in person to receive the prize, said how important ISCHE had been for her, not least in permitting her to connect her national story with other stories from other contexts and cultures.

12. Treasurer’s Report

Approved by the General Assembly

13. Work with Postgraduate Students

Kate Rousmaniere reported that Post Graduate representatives on the ISCHE EC had formulated a plan for taking forward the role and capacity-building of postgraduates within ISCHE. An Internet-based email network and a dedicated space on the website for events and activities of interest to postgraduates are highlights of this proposal. 

14. European Summer School

ISCHE, the Pedagogica Historica Stichting, the University of Ghent, and EERA all financially supported a successful Summer School for postgraduates in Ghent in 2010. 25 students from 10 countries participated: one of them, Kerstin te Heesen, present at the General Assembly, spoke about how much she had been enriched by this experience; she recommended the next Summer School be held in Birmingham next year.

15 CISH

Fuchs spoke on the deliberations of CISH, the fact that a new president and new General Secretary have been installed in Amsterdam, and that a proposal to cut down from 3 to 2 the number of sessions at CISH federating organizations can have was not passed.

16. A motion was unanimously passed by the General Assembly, after presentation by Thérèse Hamel, and seconded by Joyce Goodman, by which the General Assembly expressed its wholehearted support for the Service d’Histoire de l’Education (SHE) in France. 
Motion adopted in the General Assembly of the 

32nd International Standing Conference in the History of Education (ISCHE 32)

27 August 2010

ISCHE conference held in conjunction with the 

21st  International Congress of Historical Sciences

Amsterdam (Netherlands)

The General Assembly of the International Standing Conference for the History of Education wishes to express its wholehearted support for the Service d’histoire de l’éducation (SHE) in France, which was one of the founding members of ISCHE in 1978.  The SHE is widely recognized as the foremost center for historical research in education in France and it has welcomed into its unit a long list of international scholars over the years. It contributes actively to international scholarship in the field through the publication of a top-ranking journal, Histoire de l’éducation, and the production of a wide range of electronic and paper resources. The General assembly of ISCHE is greatly alarmed to hear that the future of the SHE is highly uncertain, and that the longstanding director of the SHE, Pierre Caspard, was unceremoniously demoted in July 2010, shortly before his retirement. The General Assembly expresses its wish, therefore, that the projects currently under discussion in France to ensure the future development of organized research in the history of education receive full support from the government. 
Thérèse Hamel 

