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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF ISCHE XXX

Rutgers University, Newark, New Jersey

25 JULY, 2008
1. Welcome by the President of ISCHE 

The President of ISCHE, Frank Simon, welcomed the members to the General Assembly and introduced the Executive

2. Apologies

Apologies were received from Thérèse Hamel, Marc Depaepe, Jeroen Dekker, Manfred Heinemann, Philippe Savoie

2. Approval of Minutes of General Assembly of ISCHE XX1X 27 July 2007, Hamburg, Germany

The Minutes of the General Assembly of ISCHE XX1X, Hamburg, were approved as a correct record

3. Report of the President to the General Assembly

The President reported that the Executive had met on 23rd July, had met for a full day in Newark in March, and had met at the close of the Hamburg Conference. There had also been an electronic meeting. According to the Constitution, the current editor of Paedagogica Historica, Ian Grosvenor, had been added to the Executive. The Executive had co-opted Barnita Bagchi, from Department of Development Studies at Kolkota, for a period of three years to develop links with Asia.

Barnita Bagchi introduced herself to the Assembly. She told the General Assembly that she considered it a pleasure and an honor to be co-opted to the Executive. Her research focused on women, education and agency, literary studies, and she moved between English and South Asian narratives of education. She would do her best to develop a global link for ISCHE with Asia and other parts of the world.

Christoph Lüth’s article on the history of ISCHE to mark 30 years of ISCHE, written originally in German had been translated into English for posting on the ISCHE website. 

The President had contacted presidents of associated organizations, in the UK, and at the Congreso Iberoamericano, where he had met with the presidents of the History of Education societies of Argentina, Mexico and Brazil, and had met the presidents at the Belgian Dutch conference. 

The President reported that is had been a busy time with CISH the Historical Committee of Educational Sciences. He conveyed his thanks particularly to María del Mar del Pozo Andrés, Thérèse Hamel, Elisabeth Erdmann (president of the International Society for History Didactics), and to Eckhardt Fuchs for their work with CISH, which had been most fruitful. Eckhardt Fuchs had represented the ISCHE Executive Committee in Beijing and had been influential in the acceptance of the ISCHE proposals within CISH. Reflecting his work for ISCHE, Eckhardt Fuchs had been confirmed as an observer within the Executive Committee, with responsibility for liaison with CISH.

Connections with historical learned societies had been strengthened, particularly with the International Society for History Didactics, the Disability History Association, and the International Society of the History of Children and Youth. Possibilities had been explored for organizing a joint conference with DHA and ISHCY in Geneva 2012. The President had met Catherine Kudlick, the president of DHA, in Paris, and had talked with members of ISHCY’s committee in Copenhagen and again in Lisbon (at ESSHC), which had been useful in preparing the ground for approaching the ISHCY president, Paula Fass. 

A collaboration has started with the European Educational Research Association (president Ingrid Gogolin); there was a joint session with EERA network 17 in Gothenborg September 2008. At the EERA conference in Ghent September 2007 Joyce Goodman had given a welcome address on behalf of ISCHE. She had outlined the aims of ISCHE and stressed the significance of ISCHE and EERA working together formally to organise sessions to run across both conferences.

The President reported that the Executive Committee, urged by Manfred Heinemann, is interested in exploring the organisation of a masters degree at higher level. He noted that it would be good for ISCHE to pick up the idea of a European masters in the history of education. Joyce Goodman planned to discuss with Krassimira Daskalova, president of the International Federation for Research in Women’s History (IFRWH), how the IFRWH’s European masters was set up and operated.

The President requested the national presidents to confirm the ongoing relationship of their society with ISCHE

Craig Campbell had worked with the Executive on the implementation of the new ISCHE Constitution. Craig Campbell had also drawn up Guidelines for conference organizers, which would be posted on the ISCHE website.

4. Amendment to ISCHE Constitution 

Craig Campbell introduced an amendment to the Constitution which had been moved by the Executive Committee, to add a graduate student to the ISCHE executive for a one year term of office to represent postgraduate students. The rationale for the amendment included:

a) better advocacy for students in ISCHE as a whole to ensure that ISCHE conferences are as helpful to students as possible

b) as a contact point for students

c) to bring to the Executive issues raised by students

The student member would be nominated by the chair person of the next periodical session or conference of ISCHE and the nomination and appointment of the person would be declared to the General Assembly. The student member would attend the ISCHE executive meetings in their home town, which would obviate the necessity for financial support.

The maximum term of office of the student representative would be for one year. There would be no restrictions on becoming an ordinary member of the ISCHE Executive. The means of filling a casual vacancy was also provided for in the amendment. 

The President noted that the text of the amendment had been posted on the website on 5 May 2008, giving due notice to the General Assembly. 

A.
Moved that Clause 8.1 be amended to include one graduate student as a member of the Executive Committee as follows:

8.1 The Executive Committee shall consist of the President, six ordinary members, one graduate student member, the current Editor or nominee of the Editors of Paedagogica Historica and on the decision of the Executive Committee, one co-opted member.

B.
Moved that a new clause be inserted after 8.2 and that the following clauses be renumbered accordingly. The new clause 8.2 to read as follows:

8.2 The graduate student member of Executive Committee:
8.2.1 The graduate student member shall be nominated by the Chairperson of the next Periodical Session of ISCHE.
8.2.2 The Secretary of ISCHE shall advise the Chairperson of the next Periodical Session of ISCHE that the Chair has they right to nominate a
graduate student for membership of the Executive Committee.
8.2.3 The nomination shall be received by the Secretary at least one month preceding the meeting of the Periodical Session.
8.2.4 The President shall notify the General Meeting of the Periodical Session of any nomination having been received, and shall declare the
person appointed to the Executive Committee for a term of office of one year, or until the next General Meeting if it occurs before the expiration of one year.
8.2.5 During his or her term of office, the graduate student member shall have all the rights and responsibilities of an ordinary member of Executive Committee.
8.2.6 No person may be the graduate student member of Executive Committee more than once.
8.2.7 Membership of Executive Committee shall not prejudice in any way the right of the graduate student member to seek election as an ordinary member of Executive Committee, or to be co-opted according to clauses governing co-option in this Constitution.
8.2.8 Where a casual vacancy occurs for the position of graduate student member the Chairperson of the most recent Periodical Session of ISCHE shall be asked to nominate another candidate. The person nominated shall be declared appointed by the President of ISCHE. The member will serve out the term of office of the previous graduate student member.

In response to questions it was clarified 

a) that the student member would be a student who has not defended their PhD thesis

b)  that the student member would be involved in the organization of the periodical session, including the poster sessions for graduate students 

c) The nomination would be made many months before assuming the term of office

d) The first student member would be appointed for the Amsterdam Conference and the nomination would come before the General Assembly in Utrecht

The motion was put formally to the General Assembly and was passed by a large majority, with one vote against and three abstentions.

The President thanked Craig Campbell on behalf of the Executive Committee and the ISCHE members for his exemplary role in the ISCHE Executive, for his collegiality and for the important role he had played in the revision of the Constitution. 

5. Elections

a. Election for Vacant Positions on Executive- Profiles to be Distributed

The President noted that ISCHE was in a transition period from the old constitution to the new constitution, and clause 8.2 6 of the new constitution empowers the executive committee to determine the expiry dates to enable the regular election of two members at every General Meeting after Newark. He reported that under the transitional arrangements, the term of office of Christine Mayer had been extended to enable the regulation election of two members at every General Meeting after Newark.

The President reported that there were currently two vacancies on the Executive and that two nominations had been received by the due date (at least one month before the General Meeting) and posted, with the CVs, on the ISCHE website: Kay Morris Matthews, supported by ANZHES and Kate Rousmaniere, supported by the History of Education Society USA. The nomination of Kay Morris Matthews had been received from the President of ANZHES, Maxine Stephenson, on February 20 2008 and the nomination of Kate Rousmaniere had been received from the President of the History of Education Society USA, Harold Weschler, on 27 March 2008.

Kate Rousmaniere introduced herself by outlining how the Miami tribe had been expelled from Miami to Miami Oaklahoma, but the University of Miami was now working to bring the Miami tribe and the University closer together by supporting Miami students and staff coming and working to revitalise the Miami language, including the publication of the first dictionary of Miami language. Kate Rousmaniere told the General Assembly how meeting with people from various nations at ISCHE had helped her reflect on her own experience and on history of education and that her best work in the history of education had come from collaboration with international scholars. She noted that new perspectives, new ways of thinking about and refreshing scholars’ work came through meeting together with people from different cultures. She was honored to be considered for work on the Board and would work to support ISCHE.

Kay Morris Matthews brought greetings in Maori. She told the General Assembly that she was honored to be nominated by ANZHES. Kay Morris Matthews outlined how she was the first woman historian of education appointed to a professorial position in New Zealand. Currently there were five historians of education in New Zealand, who contributed to ANZHES by organizing conferences every 10 years. They were working to ensure that the small nation state of New Zealand, close to Antarctica, remained part of the network of scholarship, despite the very vast distances they needed to travel to participate. As a former president of ANZHES, like Kate Rousmaniere she had enjoyed the camaraderie of scholarship and working collaboratively with a number of scholars around the world. She considered ISCHE to be a fertile ground for new ideas, providing fresh purpose. She was committed to working to enable new scholars from around the world to be part of the community of ISCHE, which was of vital importance if history of education was going to flourish in Australia and New Zealand. Kay Morris Matthews invited the members of the General Assembly to the joint ANZHES British History of Education Society Conference to be held in Sydney, for which the paper proposals were open until the end of July.

Kate Rousmaniere and Kay Morris Matthews were duly elected to the ISCHE Executive for a three year term, commencing from the close of the General Assembly.

6. Presentations and Progress Reports on Forthcoming ISCHE Conferences

ISCHE 31 2009 Utrecht, Netherlands, 26 to 29 August 2009

Sjaak Braster introduced the Utrecht conference, which was being organised as part of the celebration of the 225 years of the Dutch Society for General Welfare (Maatschappij tot Nut van ’t Algemeen). 

He reported that the theme of Popular Education would cover, ideas, plans, initiatives of individuals, public or private institutions etc., to educate, emancipate, empower, the people, the masses, the poor, the oppressed in the period from the Enlightenment to the present. Sub themes would include popular education and enlightenment and religion, politics, gender and the colonies. The theme would include ‘bottom up’ approaches, coming from the poorest and the masses themselves, as well as self-education, and challenging dominant norms, providing space to include workers movements, universities of the third aged, various forms of adult education, representation, film, museology linked with the Rotterdam visit etc. 

Proposed keynotes would include: cultural societies in 18th century Europe (Wijnand Mijnhardt); religious initiatives in 19th century England (Ruth Watts); political initiatives in Spain in the 1st part of the 20th century (Alejandro Tiana Ferrer, former Spanish secretary of education, professor at the Spanish open university UNED); popular education in the 2nd part of the 20th century; Mexico and Latin America, empowerment and education of the oppressed in the 20th century (Elsie Rockwell).

The committee structure included a conference committee, the exposition committee at Rotterdam, and the honorary committee. The organisation would be administered by the Congress Bureau of Utrecht University. The conference would take place in the University of Utrecht (Academy Building, Educatorium, where the opening ceremony would take place, as well as the parallel sessions and lunches). The University was ten minutes by bus from the centre of the town. 

On the Thursday the Conference would visit the National Museum of Education in Rotterdam to see a display on popular education. The Friday evening conference banquet would be optional. There would be a choice of walking tours, a castle trip and educational trips.

Timeline: August 2008 website online; August – December 31 2008 paper proposals; 31 March 2009 deadline for notifying paper acceptances

Costs: Early bird registration 300€; Later registration after 31 may 350€ Doctoral students 200€
CISH Congress and ISCHE 32, Amsterdam, Netherlands, 22 August to 28 August 2010 
The President reported that the ISCHE Conference would be in the Netherlands twice, as a result of the location of the Congress of Historical Sciences (CISH) in 2010. One aim is for as many ISCHE members as possible to participate in CISH and for CISH delegates to participate in ISCHE. ISCHE is one of the largest affiliated organizations in CISH. ISCHE would also be involved in the CISH conference through four joint sessions: Gender and Education; the Concept of Space in Modern History; Images, Mass Media and History; and National History and Globalisation. The President reported that it was possible to register for the CISH conference, despite the programme not having been determined. 

A smaller than usual ISCHE conference would run in conjunction with the CISH conference around the theme of Discoveries of Childhood. Suggested sub-themes include: child focused learning environments and educational innovations; the development of children’s rights and the interest of the child; child focused child science: behavioral, medical, juridical; child focused space: from playgrounds to child focused amusement parks; child focused concepts and practices on childhood disabilities; child focused economy and advertisement culture; the historiography of the discovery of childhood. 

Registration for ISCHE would be via the ISCHE website. The ISCHE registration fee will be 50€ in order to cover 20€ for Paedagogica HIstorica,  10€ for the membership and 20€ for the location, as ISCHE will need to pay for the room for the Saturday meeting, as only the joint sessions and the Thursday meeting rooms will be at no cost, in accordance with CISH regulations.  The fee for the CISH conference will be 280€ and the payment for ISCHE would be cash at the registration desk. ISCHE registration would only be on proof of payment of the CISH registration. 

ISCHE 33 2011 San Luis Potosí, Mexico

In 21011 ISCHE would be in San Luis Potosí, Mexico. The organizers were unable to be present in Newark but had sent a powerpoint outlining the theme: State, Education and Society: New Perspectives on an Old Debate.

The chair of the conference would be Oresta López Pérez (El Colegio de San Luis) and there World be support from the Mexican Society for the History of Education.

The proposed sub themes include

1.  Citizenship imagined and socially constructed

2.  Citizens and educational projects

3.  Educational legislation:   norms and practices

4.  School choreography:  bodies in time and space

5.  School disciplines and their books

6.  Education and religions

7.  Borders and education

8.  Independences and autonomous liberation processes as represented in educational practices and school texts
9. Education, science and technology

The President reported that San Luis Potosí was a very good venue with good accommodation and well equipped rooms. There were cheap flights from the United States.
ISCHE 34 2012 Geneva, Switzerland

The President reported that ISCHE policy is to collaborate with other societies. The Geneva ISCHE conference would be a joint conference with the Society for the History of Children and Youth and the Disability History Society. Geneva has been chosen for many symbolic reasons: the Institut Jean Jacques Rousseau, the centenary of the Faculty of Educational Sciences in Geneva, an institute of immense importance in history of education; 2012 would be the 250 anniversary of Emile (1762); three hundred years since the birth of Rousseau. Furthermore Geneva is an international city. The organisers would be Rita Hofstetter, Bernard Schneuwly and Charles Magnin.

The theme would be the “Internationalisation of educational phenomena and knowledge (18th – 20th centuries)”. This theme would enable historians of education to deal with issues of globalisation and a range of phenomenon from an international perspective. This conference theme would cover a great deal of ground: transformation of knowledge and concepts; spaces and scales; players and networks; actual long-term effects.
7. Reports from Standing Working Groups 

Eckhardt Fuchs reported that the Standing Working Group on educational media, established last year in Hamburg founded had resulted in a successful meeting this year. 

Ruth Watts reported that the Gender Standing Working Group had been reconstituted in Hamburg. The SWG had met during the conference as a network. Papers had been given in the main conference. The Gender Group were working towards a book. During the network meeting, the title of the book had been devised, dates when abstracts were due had been determined, a selection panel had been appointed and a prospective publisher had been identified. She reported that the Gender SWG were delighted to be involved with CISH. With Mineke van Essen, the co-convenor of the Gender Group, a panel had been put forward for the CISH conference. Six names had been submitted, with the titles of the proposed papers, of which four would be chosen by CISH to present at the conference. People who had been identified for the CISH panel were regular participants at ISCHE. Only one representative from a country had been chosen to ensure that the group was international. It was anticipated that the CISH panel would result in a book.

The President reported that the SWG on Lexicography had not met at the ISCHE conference. The expectation is that ISCHE SWGs meet each year. The Executive would take a view on the failure of the Lexicography Group to hold a meeting at Newark.

8. Conferment of Honorary Life Membership 

Honorary Life Membership was conferred on Jurgen Herbst. Wayne Urban delivered a laudate, outlining Jurgen Herbst’s contribution to the field of History of Education.

Jurgen Herbst conveyed his appreciation to the General Meeting. The President noted that Jurgen Herbst was the fourth honorary lifetime member of ISCHE and that the laudate would be posted on the ISCHE website.

9. Report on ISCHE Publications 

Ian Grosvenor noted that the conference papers from the Umea ISCHE conference were published on schedule in issue 1 and 2 of Paedagogica HIstorica.  Issue 5 of Paedagogica Historica to be issued in October 2008 would contain the papers from the Standing Working Group on Teachers Strikes. The papers from the ISCHE 2007 Conference in Hamburg were on scheduled to be published in March 2009.

Alan Sadovnik requested conference participants to submit papers from the Rutgers ISCHE conference no later than 31 August 2008 to be considered through the peer review process for inclusion in Paedagogica Historica. It was noted that the papers should be submitted in one of the official ISCHE languages.

10. ISCHE Conference Paper Award, Hamburg, ISCHE XX1X

Christine Mayer informed the AGM that winner of the paper prize had been selected from the papers presented at ISCHE 29 in Hamburg, where the theme was Children and Youth at Risk, Historical Approaches in the History of Education. A considerable number of doctoral students had presented papers. The prize had been awarded to Sian Roberts from the University of Birmingham for her paper Exhibiting Children at Risk: child art, international exhibitions and Save the Children Fund in Vienna, 1919-1923. 
Ruth Watts accepted the award on behalf of Sian Roberts

11. Treasurer’s Report 

María del Mar del Pozo Andrés presented the Treasurers Report. She noted that the financial situation of ISCHE at the point of the 2008 annual meeting was very similar to that reported to the 2007 annual meeting. Additional expenditure had resulted from the Executive Committee’s decision to fund Eckhardt Fuchs to represent ISCHE’s interests at the CISH General Assembly in Beijing, but this had been balanced by the increased income from the Hamburg conference.  

The report was formally accepted by the General Assembly with no abstentions.

The President noted that the membership fee was included in the registration fee for each conference and remained at 7€ for a number of years. It was moved that the registration fee for each conference should be raised from 7€ to 10€. This was approved by the General Assembly with two abstentions.

12. Website

The chair noted that although Philippe Savoie’s term of office on the ISCHE Executive had come to an end, the ISCHE website will remain in Paris at the INFRP. Philippe Savoie had been a very committed member of the ISCHE executive and he would continue to maintain the ISCHE website.  Philippe Savoie had also agreed to update the membership list after the Rutgers conference. The Chair expressed thanks to Philippe Savoie on behalf of ISCHE for his work for ISCHE.

13.  Report on ISCHE work with Postgraduate Students 

Joyce Goodman reported that she had sent information to a number of other national societies, who had expressed interest in the UK History of Education Society ISCHE bursary scheme.

She noted that the student member of the executive committee would work closely with the ISCHE committee to progress student affairs within ISCHE. She also noted how successful the poster presentation session had been at ISCHE Hamburg and that it was the wish of the Executive Committee that the posters sessions should continue for postgraduate students.

14. Any Other Business

A number of national conferences were brought to the attention of the General Assembly.

