Unconfirmed Minutes

 GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF ISCHE XXX1
University of Utrecht, Netherlands, Ruppert Building, Blauw (blue) 
28 AUGUST, 2009, 17.30-18.30

1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Kay Morris Matthews and Eckhardt Fuchs. 
2. The Minutes of the General Assembly of ISCHE XXX 25 July 2008, Newark, New Jersey, USA, were approved as a correct record of the meeting.

3. Report of the President to the General Assembly

The President welcomed former Presidents of ISCHE to the General Assembly, Richard Aldrich, Marc Depaepe, Jeroen Dekker and Wayne Urban.

The President paid tribute to the Christoph Lüth, for whom a memorial had been posted on the ISCHE website. Christoph Lüth had been committed to ISCHE for more than 20 years, had taken responsibility for Standing Working Groups, and had written an article on the history of ISCHE to mark 30 years of ISCHE, which is to be found on the ISCHE website.

The President reported that the Executive had met in Newark and at Utrecht and that Kate Rousmaniere and Kay Morris Matthews had joined the committee.  The Executive’s main business during the year had been concerned with following up the Newark conference, preparation for the forthcoming conferences in Amsterdam, Mexico and Geneva, the organization of the conference/workshop in Kolkota, and the establishment of Summer Schools for beginning researchers to be held in June in conjunction with EERA. The President had met with Bernard Kruithoff and the organizing committee of the Amsterdam 2010 ISCHE conference, which would have around 140 participants and would be held in conjunction with the CISH conference, to which ISCHE was affiliated. The President thanked Eckhardt Fuchs and Thérèse Hamel for expanding ISCHE’s relationship with CISH. The President had met the organizers of the Mexico conference with Maria del Mar del Pozo Andrés. He had also met with Rita Hofstetter, co-organizer of the Geneva 2012 conference. On the basis of his meeting with Rita Hofstetter, he had discussed the joint conference in Geneva with representatives from the Society for the History of Children and Youth and the Disability History Society. The 2014 conference would be held in London.  It was anticipated that the 2015 CISH conference would be in Asia. To develop ISCHE’s presence in Asia, Barnita Bagchi and Eckhardt Fuchs were organizing a conference/workshop in Kolkota in February 2010.  Richard Aldrich had also provided him with information on history of education in China. 

An application from the Baltic History of Education Society for affiliation with ISCHE had been approved at the Executive’s Utrecht meeting. Yvette Kesteren, Secretary of the Baltic Society, brought greetings from the Baltic Society to the General Assembly. She informed the General Assembly that the Baltic Society held a biennial conference and had published a book about the history of education and pedagogical thought in the Baltic countries. Yvette Kesteren invited ISCHE to hold its 2013 annual conference at Riga. The President invited the Baltic Society to submit a formal proposal to the Executive for the 2013 conference to be held in Latvia. 

4. Elections

a. Election of President of ISCHE

The nomination from the Executive Committee of Kate Rousmaniere as the next President of ISCHE was communicated to the General Assembly by the President. The nomination had been received and posted on the website in line with the requirements of the Constitution. According to the Constitution, the new President would assume office immediately after the close of the General Assembly and would serve for a term of three years.

Kate Rousmaniere paid tribute to the importance of ISCHE in the development of her research. She took the Assembly through her goals for ISCHE as nominated President which had been posted on the website in her manifesto. The nomination of Kate Rousmaniere as the first woman President of ISCHE was approved.

b. Election for Two Vacant Positions on Executive

Two positions had been vacated on the Executive. Maria del Mar del Pozo Andrés had served for one term of three years and was eligible for re-election. Joyce Goodman had served for the maximum two consecutive terms.

Three nominations for the two vacant positions had been received and posted on the website in accordance with the requirements of the Constitution.





Bellatalla, Luciania

del Mar del Pozo Andrés, Maria

Myers, Kevin

Each nominee addressed the General Assembly before ballot papers were circulated. ISCHE members were instructed to vote for two candidates.  The votes were counted by former Presidents of ISCHE acting as tellers. The result notified to the meeting, was:
Bellatalla, Luciana


37

del Mar del Pozo Andrés, Maria
72

Myers, Kevin



46

The President congratulated Maria del Mar del Pozo Andrés and Kevin Myers on their election to the ISCHE Executive and thanked Luciana Bellatalla for her nomination and her commitment to ISCHE. He also thanked Joyce Goodman for her work as Secretary for the last six years. 
The nomination by the Amsterdam ISCHE Conference Committee of Marieke Dekker as the graduate student member of the Executive for one year was approved. 
5. Presentations and Progress Reports on Forthcoming ISCHE Conferences 

a) CISH and AMSTERDAM, Netherlands, 2010, week beginning 22 August 
The President reported on the relation between the CISH conference and the ISCHE conference, noting that ISCHE was one of the largest organizations affiliated to CISH. ISCHE was included in four joint sessions: gender and education; images, multi media and history; national histories and the globalization of history; and the concept of space in modern history.

Bernard Kruithof, chair of the Amsterdam 2010 ISCHE conference, notified the General Assembly that delegates would be required to register in advance for the CISH conference and then register for the ISCHE conference at the ISCHE registration desk; that the conference theme is Discoveries of Childhood; that the two keynote speakers are Rita Hofstetter and Willem Frijhoff; and that there will be between 110 and 130 papers. 

b) KOLKOTA, India, 2010, February
Barnita Bagchi updated the General Assembly about the conference/workshop to be held in Kolkota with 20 participants, 12 of whom are members of ISCHE, with 8 from outside ISCHE. Participants come from a range of countries, including Mexico, Italy and Central Asia. The aim is to expand research networks in Asia. A publication will result from the conference/workshop. 

c) SAN LUIS POTOSÍ Mexico, 2011, 27-30 July 
The Mexico conference, organized by the History of Education Society of Mexico, will be held from 27-30 July 2011. The theme, State Education and Society: New Viewpoints about the Old Debate, will include education cultures and knowledge, how these have been constructed through time, between formal and informal societies, conflict and collaboration, church and state, processes of independence, viewpoints from Europe and Latin America, plus a historiographical strand. The venue is one hour’s flight from Mexico City, and hotels with different rates are available.

d) GENEVA, Switzerland, 2012, June 
Rita Hofstetter and Bernard Schneuwly welcomed member of the General Assembly to Geneva to the joint conference with the Society for Children and Youth and the Disability History Society on the theme of international education and knowledge to be held in 2012. The conference will commemorate Jean Jacques Rousseau and the writing of Emile.

e) RIGA, Latvia, 2013

The proposal for the conference in 2013 to be held in Latvia will be submitted to the Executive Committee

f) LONDON, England, 2014

The London Conference, supported by the UK History of Education Society, will be hosted by the London University Institute of Education. Gary McCulloch introduced the theme of War and Peace, which has been chosen to commemorate the outbreak of the First World War. Sub themes will include education for war, preparing for and promoting war (including through the curriculum), the impact of war on education, the experience of education in war, longer term legacies, education for peace, preparing for and promoting peace, representations of war and peace, media and text books, memorialisation, memory and culture.

6. Reports from Standing Working Groups 

Thérèse Hamel presented the Standing Working Group (SWG) report. In the absence of the convenor, Eckhardt Fuchs, Ian Grosvenor updated the General Assembly about the work of the Educational Media SWG: a first meeting had been held in Newark; a second meeting in Utrecht; and a third is planned for Amsterdam 2010. 

Thérèse Hamel reported that the Gender SWG had re-convened in Hamburg and had prepared a panel that had been accepted for the CISH conference. Members will also participate in the ISCHE Amsterdam conference. The SWG is planning either a book or a special issue about gender 

Thérèse Hamel presented a new SWG for approval by the General Assembly. The proposed SWG will look at internationalization of teachers in the context of globalization. It has an international membership and will be convened by André Robert, who had previously convened The Teachers’ Strikes SWG. The new SWG was approved by the General Assembly.

Thérèse Hamel conveyed the decision of the Executive to close the SWG on Comparative Lexicography in compliance with article 11.2 of the ISCHE Constitution, as the Comparative Lexicography SWG would not have met for three successive conferences.

7. Proposal for Conferment of Honorary Membership 

On behalf of the Executive Committee, Joyce Goodman proposed Ruth Watts, Professor of History of Education at the University of Birmingham, for honorary membership of ISCHE. Ruth Watts had been a long standing member of ISCHE and had served a term of six years on the Executive Committee. The proposal to confer honorary membership on Ruth Watts was approved by the General Assembly, to be presented at the ISCHE Conference in Amsterdam.
8. Report on ISCHE Publications 

Ian Grosvenor, Editor of Paedagogica Historica, updated the General Assembly on the progress of ISCHE-related publications. Issues 1&2 (2009) of Paedagogica Historica, with papers from the Hamburg conference, had been published. A book, Children at Risk, had also been published by Peter Lang. Issues 1 & 2 (2010) of Paedagogica Historica, with papers from the Newark conference, were on track for publication.
9. ISCHE Conference Paper Award, ISCHE XXX

The ISCHE Conference Paper Prize for the best paper presented by a new scholar at the Newark conference was awarded to Clémence Cardon-Quint (Université de Rennes 2) for her paper L’enseignement du français à l’épreuve de la démocratisation, 1959-2001 (‘French Instruction as a Test of Democratisation, 1959-2001’). Her paper examined the role that French language and literature classes played in the democratisation of the French school system in connection with the question of how French language and literature teachers addressed the issue of social inequality in the school environment. 

10. Treasurer’s Report 

The ISCHE Treasurer, Maria del Mar del Pozo Andrés, presented her report. ISCHE had maintained its regular balance of circa 5,000 euros. The Treasurer proposed that ISCHE devote 500 euros to support the Summer School for new researchers (see item 13). The Treasurer’s report and the proposal to spend 500 euros on the summer school were approved by the General Assembly.

11. Website

The President reported that an update to the website was necessary and would be discussed by the Executive. 

12.  Report on ISCHE work with Graduate Students 

Kate Rousmaniere reported that she had been collating information about support for graduate students to enable them to attend ISCHE. The website would in future contain more information about support for students as well as information about the Summer School for new researchers.

Kate Rousmaniere requested that one of the American delegates at the General Assembly propose to the American History of Education Society to follow the example of the UK History of Education Society and establish an ISCHE bursary fund for graduate students.
13. European Summer School 

Ian Grosvenor informed the General Assembly about the establishment of the EERA Summer Schools with pilot Summer Schools for History of Education to be held in Ghent in 2010 and in Edinburgh in 2011, with financial support from the Paedagogica Historica foundation and the European Educational Research Association. The Summer Schools are open to postdoctoral researchers, graduate students and new researchers and are free. The key organizing body in Ghent will be Network 17 of EERA.

14. Report on CISH 

The President reported that the main objective in the work with CISH over the next five years will be to push CISH towards a more transparent policy. This is necessary because it had become apparent that some groups had privileges within CISH not enjoyed by others.

15.  Any Other Business

James Albisetti noted that the minutes of the Newark meeting needed to be corrected around the use of the term postgraduate/graduate student and this revision to the minutes was approved.

The visa refusals by the Dutch Embassy to scholars from Nigeria was raised from the floor, with a request that the ISCHE committee and the organizers of the Utrecht and Amsterdam conferences write to the Dutch embassy to protest against the refusals. The President noted that the Dutch Embassy had refused visas to Nigerian delegates, including to the President of the Nigerian History of Education Society, who had regularly attended ISCHE conferences for the past few years. Representation had been made by both the Utrecht and Amsterdam conference organizers to the Dutch Embassy on behalf of the Nigerian delegates. Michael Omolewa from UNESCO, a former ISCHE Executive member, had also written to the Dutch Embassy in support of the visa applications, but none of this activity had resulted in visas being granted to the Nigerian delegates. ISCHE had worked consistently to encourage the attendance of African delegates at ISCHE conferences and regarded the refusal of visas to Nigerian delegates to attend the Utrecht conference as a most serious matter. On the proposal from the President, it was agreed that a resolution from the Executive of a paragraph or two in length should be sent to the Dutch Embassy, rather than an unconfirmed minute from the General Assembly as proposed from the floor.

Kate Rousmaniere, President elect, thanked Frank Simon formally for all his work as President of ISCHE.

